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Fourth, as stressed above, Evangelicalism must be defined theologically and not 

politically; confessionally and not culturally. Above all else, it is a commitment and 

devotion to the person and work of Jesus Christ, his teaching and way of life, and an 

enduring dedication to his lordship above all other earthly powers, allegiances and 

loyalties. As such, it should not be limited to tribal or national boundaries, or be confused 

with, or reduced to political categories such as “conservative” and “liberal,” or to 

psychological categories such as “reactionary” or “progressive.”   

Fifth, the Evangelical message, “good news” by definition, is overwhelmingly 

positive, and always positive before it is negative. There is an enormous theological and 

cultural importance to “the power of No,” especially in a day when “Everything is 

permitted” and “It is forbidden to forbid.” Just as Jesus did, Evangelicals sometimes have 

to make strong judgments about what is false, unjust, and evil. But first and foremost we 

Evangelicals are for Someone and for something rather than against anyone or anything. 

The Gospel of Jesus is the Good News of welcome, forgiveness, grace, and liberation 

from law and legalism. It is a colossal Yes to life and human aspirations, and an emphatic 

No only to what contradicts our true destiny as human beings made in the image of God.  

Sixth, Evangelicalism should be distinguished from two opposite tendencies to 

which Protestantism has been prone: liberal revisionism and conservative 

fundamentalism. Called by Jesus to be “in the world, but not of it,” Christians, especially 

in modern society, have been pulled toward two extremes. Those more liberal have 

tended so to accommodate the world that they reflect the thinking and lifestyles of the 

day, to the point where they are unfaithful to Christ; whereas those more conservative 

have tended so to defy the world that they resist it in ways that also become unfaithful to 

Christ. 

The liberal revisionist tendency was first seen in the eighteenth century and has 

become more pronounced today, reaching a climax in versions of the Christian faith that 

are characterized by such weaknesses as an exaggerated estimate of human capacities, a 

shallow view of evil, an inadequate view of truth, and a deficient view of God. In the end, 

they are sometimes no longer recognizably Christian. As this sorry capitulation occurs, 

such “alternative gospels” represent a series of severe losses that eventually seal their 

demise: 




